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An a]lrance that Wl” set them upon a perrlous search for an
: o cmcrent relrc - .

You are surely aware she went on, of the value one W|zard may

| . make of the bones of another For centuries the relics of great sorcerers
- have been made into powerful tahsmans by others for a wizard's flesh

. _and -bone, even when long dead and drred retams a wh|sper of the e '

"."""'_-__power commanded by that W|zard in life.

E prepared W|th the proper r|tuals such rel_|cs can be used as a
means to harness and direct one's own power : -
"So I've heard telI it Elhanan nodded.

_ - “This tablet . . ." here the witch removed from a nearby shelf a.
' "square item Iookrng to be at least a foot and a half long by two thirds.as
much wide, wrapped in a covering of yellow velvet. Wlthdrawmg the

~ cloth, she unverled a weathered fragment of slate, ‘upon ‘which were.

-ch|seled rows and columns of angular symbols and asymmetric shapes g
", ..is one of a set of fourteen, scribed by a loremaster now long =~

o forgotten which tell of the life of the last sofcerer to have possessed the =~
. mummified bones of Nastherias's left hand. The rest of the tablets are
w o lost; but th|s one the fourteenth IS sa|d to reveal the restmg place of_ &

- '__the hand. o o
| ' It rs wr|tten |n the Ianguage of anC|ent Ulseka wh|ch I cannot

read but wh|ch you who bears the Brand of Ast|cahte can
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"Wait," ”Zen.ob|a called after h|m To come so close and yet be

L Wlthout another word he turned hls back and began to qwt the._'___ ’.
L chamber e L

"thwarted was. a thought she could not bear .She must try to reach h|m_' L

2 somehow : Why will you hot read the tablet?" she asked

"Why should | W|sh to?. You are nothmg to me he shot Ioack oyer'”-_'-"'_= L

- h|s shoulder ihie -
o Ill share the tal|sman W|th you—rt can glve power for us both
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