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" -_'mag|c1an of great Skl” |t was sald that he could summon splrlts to h|s_'

__aid and read portents of the future in the actions of animals and the
. patterns of storms. That this Nyfashi could have worked such havoc:' e

agalnst him indicated an enemy of vast power.

"When did this happen7" Odoohan asked.

"This mornlng, before dawn. But we do not wrsh word of thls e

- '.'spread to the people, or ev'ézr_I the |mper|al soldlers for Jl Llng s |'fe also.'.
‘hangS by a slender thread - . |

Ji-Ling - was Sokunos daughter a beautlful young woman

j":'_f:consuzlered by many to be the flower of the court and espeaally doted-"’_-'_'

o upon by the childless emperor himself.

- -"What do you mean, advisor?" asked Odoohan ten5|on mountlng |n3_ B

o _h|s voice though he was trylng to remaln calm ' "What has become of the e

-_'masters daughter?" : iR
o Chiang-Thoe showed s a note that named a Iocatlon where‘ -

' '"-:-'__'_.__';emlssarles from’ the emperor should go if his magnlflcence should WIshf :

to send Nyfashr a message—to plead for forbeamnce or to beg for i

o -'ngs life, as the insolent wording put it. This location was a derelict inn .

- that stood W|th|n a section of the city that was commonly known as the =~

- "Place of Tatters", for over the centuries this small district-had become a
collection of slums shelterlng the - |mpover|shed and houses of vnle L
""-“=_".‘_reputat|on J| Ilng would no doubt be there as weII ‘

Two warriors from an ancrent order

The son of Ketjubl Atalkal I—Zshweng Lah was |n|t|ated mto'-‘-

i Iearmng the ancient arts of combat when | came of age at three years'

old for my family line, the House of Lluyarl was one of the Yunei—the =
warrior: nobility of Mangjen As ‘a Yunei warrior | was taught the:

"K"-.:-_‘.centurles old arts of flghtlng, espeC|ally masterlng the comblnatlon of-'_‘_

e _-mstructlon went a stnct code of ethlcs and honor the rules of whnch_-_']_--f'ﬁﬂ .
‘governed my life and conduct. .
Discipline . of mlnd and body were perhaps the two most L

“:-”}"_;.fundamental aspects of a.Yunels trammg,_wﬂhout whlch the
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