e =-'STA.R_'I;"I;I}N"'G='V_'_I_'S'ION'_{S}'MAGAZ INE#4 '_Win-_t_ef"rj' ';'pe_c_'e_'m be;{"—';‘i}a’n-ua_tr'y> 26._?'7[-20.1_'_8.' G

" :_'achlevement of mastermg the arts of combat would be |mp055|ble

1 took my sword from the box of carven sandalwood in which: | ke'ep'_'-_

lt When I've no need to ‘have |t at my side.  No_ ordlnary blade of

sharpened steel was this weapon, for it had. been forged by a master -

swordsmith for my great uncle when he was named a full Yunei warrior. i
~ Its blade was long and stralght for the Yunel flghters seldom used the

curved. swords: favored by mercenarles and soldiers.. And though the = o
.'.V”‘guard pommel and handle were adorned W|th an intricately- wrought -
 relief of two entwmed serpents: rearmg up- and breathlng fire around a -
':_-"central jade inlay of the |deogram twei-ng- grrai——meamng ‘the Fang-and-
_the-Sword", which was my family crest—the whole of the sword was

made for practlcai use in earnest combat. The smith who. wrought this o
masterwork of bladecraft had named lt Shatho Kyer the Serpent off.'-.--'*-'
 Justice”. .
s o sI|d it smoothly mto |ts wooden scabbard and took up my o
"'”'-_.-__;shortstaff ‘This was a fine weapon in itself, but Iacklng the splendld; o

ornamentation’ and aesthetic grace of the sword t was a rugged brutal -

" weapon, about three feet in length covered W|th steel bands two mches-'_'_ o

. wide running. from midhaft to tip. . Shatterlng bones was a matterofa
smgle swing, and beyond a bludgeon it served well as a means of =

blocking and - settmg aside an opponent’s blows. Thus, the sword and

: _"_‘_shortstaff were brothers of combat |n the hands of a tralned Yune|_~
.i-warrlor a0 o
Sy Odoohan another Yunel warrlor of a dlfferent famlly, and I had.
i 'r--.fought side by side in. the emperors servrce before and were staunch!;i' B
comradesm battle v - e S e e r

But stmnge powers yet more ancrent awmt them

Leavmg the area cautlously, .We returned to the halls and made our.'_‘_ o .

. way 10 where the main staircase to the third floor would be. But when =

. e reached it we were confronted W|th yet another unforeseeable_-_ e
‘lmpasse -
: "They re gone' Odoohan exclalmed mcredulously Where the steps L

i A would surely have been there was how onIy a Iarge bIock of rough stone o
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