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L _years ago the people sard Queen Rap hotath Iocked the Prlncess e
o __\.-.._'_f”_FeIahlls away in the SI|VEI‘ Minaret of her. palace to keep her from the
. eyes and arms of men. They sa|d that she was more beautiful than any =~
_ other maiden of the azure desert, sweeter than a rare flower, and finer
~than both suns in the sky. But it is whispered that Rap' hotath was =~
o Jealous of her daughters great beauty, and feared it Would one daydraw .~
~ ' to her a manof power and mfluence who would wed her and take the - =
= city from the queen 's hands. Thus, Rap' hotath not Wllllng to kill her 0

e child, shut her up within the topmost chamber of the mmaret there to-;i‘.‘_-{' :
L _‘_.Iangmsh until her mother's death would release her. o
: ~ As to the princess's. father, some say that he was a Iowly serf or.-'f o

- guardsman to Whom the queen’s fancy turned upen a whlm and whom
. she had quietly put to death when she was f|n|shed with him, as’ shej_".-_-’
. could not wed him due to his inferior birth. But most believe that he_ -

j""_j-'_'was a klng from afar for Rap hotath was not born a queen o

an unthmkable dec:s:on Was made

I WI” steal the prlncess from her prlson sald Vadganomlar - e

-Would see her if her beauty is as great as is believed. Then | shall seek*"'_.7"_.'“'_4'-j'f._}1_
o -‘ﬁ;.'_to steal her hea_rt and ! WI|| usurp the rule of thls C|ty from her mother s_'-:;

e Hiapthabas

I told hlm that one cutthroat cIalmed he had found a. secret_j_"_._]"'?..3':f'

entrance to the minaret at one end of the palace dungeons, and that this =~
o door: which. opened onto a stalrway that could lead only to that topmost
- chamber was neither guarded nor locked, for who would wish to venture = =
Lo kg those pits “of despalr where wall eternally the cries of the
?-.._"'condemned'? 1 told h|m 100, of another who declared that he had gamed"
 access to the inner court garden wherein the minaret stands By Wayof = =
a -cllmbmg to the wmdow of the westernmost tower of the outer’ gardens,
 from which descendmg a fllght of steps brought hlm to a door WhICh'_'-‘_'

"“"“--"_':'___'_*i.entered upon the inner gardens
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