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| ""'-'-::'_beard 3 et of dark Black, balding sliahily <bove the (6rehead: Each;_.'*:ff-'. o

'_"--.wore a fuII sleeved hauberk of mallle which stopped just short of the--."__'gl.;":-;,':_"ff;'
knees ‘over which was a steel culrass ‘complete with pauldrons. - Sl
- At last, once they were but a short dlstance away,_KaIan pulled'f.-*__;_ff--':_:;.:"'f-;--

._-.ﬂ.._f:"_'-'_'_.fforth the sword that hung at his side and raised it aloft. At this, the e
.':.'SOICIIEI’S up front. slowed to a halt, those behind. them domg IlkeW|se i
. their turn.  Then, slowly Iowerlng the blade to his side but keepmg a0

-~ good hold of it, the lord of the Wattier host. Ieaned back in hlS saddle-'”;-"_'f'i_-
~_ and surveyed the scene that lay before them. e
. "Well, Ralknor." he said to the older rider, who sat now at h|s Ieft?

' 'ﬁf};_&"‘i;"_'"-hand "these must be the flerce Ishtrun CIansmen of whom we ve been'-
50 harshly Warned A grin hmted at a corner. of ‘his thin |lpS as: he__‘.ik-'
 looked: upon the handful of warriors standlng mute and deflant |n thelr?:'_,_;-2--?-:%:_.':‘,

'."f;;-_path ahead. ‘This is barely worthy of the effort.” . . e
A - "Aye, my Lord," Ralknor said in return stroklng h|s beard "Theyll-._"_':-

t_'::-:y_.:._-l._'fall’ _Ilke golden wheat before the scythe

"But let’s not be too unwary for. only a fool thrusts-; 'ai' hand mto a

i ';3"_'.__'_}hornets nest to see if it be empty or not,” the knight of Ha_rckelort__

o f-':j.'reflected "We shall test their strength.. Send twelve Iancemen e
: Ralknor sent the order through the ranks, and twelve mounted'_.-';-_'f;{_',"

;'._;:;_';-"'_.ff.kmghts advanced from the rear and cantered out past the rest of the. - ¥
. soldiers, who stood their ground and looked oh. By now the Balars had ™
~grown restless, one having started to beat his shield with the flat of his =
. blade in ant|c1pat|on stlrrlng the others to do IlkeW|se _QOver this din: T
~ they began shouting out taunts and curses as the dozen Iancemen'_‘*-‘f’ J
,"i'?approached In moments, once the knlghts were come half way ACHlss 0
o the field, the Balars burst into a sudden running charge growlmg and
-'-,:yelllng as. battle fury welled up W|th|n them thelr weapons ready toﬁ,f'_'.-é._j:'i-
strlke o
i response the knlghts braced their Iances and set thelr destrlersf_'?'____':'f.'__._,
Gl lnto a fierce gallop, sweeping over: the grassy. stretch to descend upon .
-~ their raging foe. ‘The two sides met midfield, the Balars turning aside to . =~
_avoid the lance pomts though in doing so a few were. knocked hard fo

-' _the earth as the horses crashed through thelr mldst e e
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