-';--[f".::;;_t|me for you to pay the debt |s due

Darkness that hafds a treasure beyond treasur,-s},h‘. e

e Ambllng over to the other door and opemng |t the small W|zened_-
o .'ﬁ.'form of Gathrunggm passed from Orthnarrs S|ght only to return somejf---‘.
. 'few minutes later, . @ o - o

R epel” said she presentmg a wooden bowl up to the Bear slayer

’"Take e
B "Thls is all?" he asked hIS face contorted in confu5|on as. he took?

. _"-the item to ook at it more. closely It was a plain wooden bowl smooth .~

_ ;_.'*..f."':_;_and well Wrought ornamented only by a SllVer r|m upon whlch four__fi .
L frune_s were carved, one ateach quarter. S

i - F|Il the bowl W|th fresh water, and b|d yer warrlors to each take e
¢ -'-_one SIp from it afore the battle begms_ and ne er shall anywound be

"

}._:_‘_-..-'-'_flnal to themv--f:#’ e

When two dest;mes mtertwme Withm a t:me of strffe

: lIress glanced out of the doorway and saw that Orthnarr was
‘____:___-"'_‘ff.commg towards the cottage. Scramblmg back over to her pallet, she. -
- made to fe|gn sleep but the chleftaln entered the room before she was
L-fz-:_-_'fif.able it thus appearing that his arrival roused her. = - L
© - "You're awake, good." He closed the door behlnd h|m o am;--.-{___-jﬁ_:._i'
- _f.‘.'_-':f___Orthnarr called the Bear slayer and l am the ch|efta|n of the lshtrun__f-‘f -
Clans L
s ) l am Ilress Daughter of S|r Ulflon of the House of Thamswood -
i "-[She replled ina proud fearless tlmbre s
Lo v Andhe -
Ventharn of the House of Faldweck e o o
__Orthnarr pulled over a stool to sit, llress tensmg as |f readylng to f|ght_
- from the suddenness of his movement at notlce of whlch the h|nt of af-'...'g“,
oo "smgle touched the chieftain’s face.
et "Be at ease | merely WISh to talk w&th you Seatmg h|mself he'_‘;jj_'_‘
LS ’regarded the strong young woman before hlm wnth a thoughtful stare o
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