c '.“dlsobeyed at the|r own per|l They came to caII me Rah”ekaﬂja

- meaning the ' ‘Man of Cold Iron” in the Jankan tongue for the stern,
___.j"._'-unrelent|ng way in which I ruled them 1 joined in none of the|r.';_:_'__:;f'_.'_:;_r
- boisterous, drunken revelries, sang no songs to while away the tedium
~ of sea voyaging, partook of none of their games of chance or skill. Well =

| knew that to hold outlaws of their sort in line they could not 5|mply be_‘l;'___-'--'-
- led, but needed to be domlnated A hint of weakness on my: part would .
‘plant a tiny- seed of doubt in the recesses of their hearts, which any

" '_'.'_'festermg envy, hate amb|t|on orf outnght mahce would feed: and

“nurture into full- grown betrayal if not total mutiny. As | sald

o -;understood them. None dared raise a: hand against me, knowing |t-: e

. “would be sheared off should they try In thrs way I captalned the vessel;ff :_-"-3"5'1:
'."and our coffers ran full. _
But my Splrlt was always restless—always searchmg, huntmg for -

| . .,_‘somethlng, an illusive desire or thought Jjust beyond my. abrlrty e
" _recoghize and put a name to. Thus I preferred to be upon the Skd,
_following after one course or another, one prize and then the next, in =

. hope that there would come a day when | would find that for whlch my}f .
o '_.'_‘soul yearned but kept secret from even my own mmd e

A CITY OF UNSURPASSED MAGNIFICENCE

- You know of the C|ty Allkornoph|s do you not?" she asked

Great lmmortal Allkornophls whose walls had thhstood srege for__.

L ;:flve centuries, whose harbors had not felt the breach of invasion inwell
~over a millennium. ° Beautiful Allkornoph|s of the ancient spires. |

"_'_'-‘Sovere|gn Allkornoph|s of the Sapphlre Throne. Hallowed Al|korn0ph|s'«-
~ of the Fifty Temples. ‘Her grandeur had shone as a I|V|ng monumentto

o “ the heights of majesty that human hands labormg in umon over yearsf--__fff';."'tff"_“_j:f:-

;j_and centuries could accompllsh ok e
. "Of course,” | affirmed W|th a nod ' Its regarded as the greatestl_._'_
Jcity of the Twin Seas e has stood for perhaps eleven hundred years,to =~

- the best reckoning of any man or woman and has been unconquered for

e Ieast the last half a thousand years. e
. "Some say 'tis favored of the gods But Ive heard others clalm thatf -

o fthe wealth and m|ght of the C|ty |tself is due to some purlty of Spll’lt that

o "'©eopyrilgh_t '20'I§:b'yj_ames Stua'_rt:'_An'de'rson'_'



