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o '-‘far to the west that ho. tradlng ShlpS from the Twm Seas flnd |t worth the
L -:effort to venture there, is that so?”

B n|

;_ﬁ_was tinted with a forelgn but cultured, articulate accent. : o
: FOuUrs |s an |solated shore— outlanders are seldom Welcome and
'_-_‘we are under constant plague by coast raiders and threat of invasion .

- from neighboring kingdoms. - It is for this reason ‘that we have come_'i

o _ﬁjhere and why we wish to hire you and your crew.’ - S
. "Permit me to explam my Iord sald the seated woman nsmg and
. -._*'stepplng forward. i o
o UThie fe Zadeshkem a4 prlestess of the V0|celess Ones sald-;
T ';'Menalkorlc m lieu of a more formal lntroductlon before retakmg h|s;]5:-'-3’5“
~ ~ «chair. Now that she was near and within: the soft glow of the candles,

. was able to see her better as well. To the best of my estimation IJudged'
. that she could be no more than twenty- f|ve or thirty years of age, but =
= “his assessment had to be made largely W|thout attention to ‘her fac1al_'-:.'_-.;~'

: :ﬁ_appearance as ‘the: whole of her countenance was a mar of ashen.: o

Tis so, indeed," he replied. 'Hls voice was deep and hlS speech.'f

' scarred flesh, ~saving. only a small space around each eye But she spoke.
. with tones that were silken and pleasant to the ear; the skin of her

- _hands was young -and unwrinkled; her hair; locks of Whlch peeked out

from within the hood she wore, showed a V|brant sable brown:; and.the

~ form of her body looked ‘to be shapely and femmme under the sllghtly-_" "

Tloose robes in which she was dressed. e
Although 1 gave no.. outward S|gn the womans face repelled me:_

L ::upon sight of it, and | couldn't help but wonder what misfortune had

- ohce befallen her to have so dlstorted what m|ght once have been true'_--".

- '-beauty

AN ANCIENT WEAPON

L She turned to 4 cloth bundle that Iay upon the table and gathered it :
L up in her arms. Brlnglng it forward she Ioosed a flap of the fabric and. =

L i_.?_undraped the h|lt of what appeared to be a sheathed sword WhICh she

'}proceeded 0 unwrap and hand to me. o
©+ To my bewilderment, the blade that whlspered out of the sheathf

L fwas not a Iength of metal but Instead of cold graylsh stone shaped and

o "'©copyrl'§jh_t '20'l§:b'yj_a'mes Stua'_rt'_A_n'dé'rson'_'



