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and.explormg the C|u|et splendor of the countr\/SIde - L
"It was on one such excursion that | briefly lost my way down some

o of the old country back lanes, and dldnt return until it was early dusk.
. You can imagine my surprise, then, when upon entermg the house I =~
. found a young lady in the hall, as though waiting. At first | assumedshe
. must be another of Georges patlents ''m sorry, miss,' | said, 'but F'm =

' afraid that Dr. Cavendish is out on another call.! To th|s she laughed
. and said she was quite aware of it. 'We can surprlse him when he gets

- bagk=—1'll show you a secret of th|s house that even he obvrously doesn E o

- ﬂ_"know about

AND A DESCENT INTO THE EARTH

. She Ied metoa set of stalrs gomg down farther than the Iantern-"" -

= l|ght could illuminate. 'Into the cellars,’ she instructed, and as | was. the--

- _one holdmg the lantern already, I duly went first, she followmg allp
' "We came down into an old stone-walled chamber which | assumed; e

. '_':'to be contemporary to the time when the house had been built. In fact, =~ -

' it looked so old and untouched that there was not the shg htest hmt that_. -
anythlng was at all hew or even ref|n|shed o -
' "The chamber was. .empty, and the sta|rs faced a. vacant doorway-'-i E

. ﬁ'-’.Here she took charge again, leading the way a few steps ahead of me,

- though I st|I| carried the lantern. We passed out of the chamber and into

. atwisting hallway from which branched other passages and:rooms, but ..

.. she seemed to know exactly where she was gomg Given the size of the_-'__-_ e

house above the expansweness of the . cellars wasnt unexpected SR
o '_---'though | did f|nd it somewhat strange that every room we ‘passed, large

and small——for which there was not a smgle door among them—looked--__1___~_'--~_.'-_-i?':":__-:-
_as though it stood completely empty - ! e
: "Well, at any rate, it was: only a bare few mmutes before we came to;- e

'__f-what looked like it was probably an old storeroom about ten feet square,
_:____'_:'.'__W|th a dlrt floor This ‘was aIso empty,k but havmg reached it she__
~ ‘pointed to ‘a spot |n the far corner where the Iantern reflected a tmy_'--“};r-_-

_ _'gllmmer of yellow
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