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the patrons to buy as many drlnks a4 p055|ble even |f they were onIy'fn"'.':.f.'::j
~buyin' 'em for. her On account'a this she was somethlng of atush, but = =

Jed not bein' too partlcular and her. beln as partlal to the bottle as he
was hlmself ‘Mabel was just his type. L o L o

"Buy yau a drink, Mabel?" | asked her

"Well, Hank, thatd be a right friendly gesture she says

. Have a good tlme with Jed last night?' | ask.

L Yes—thank you," she says, kinda sheeplshly ML

- Why Mabel, | always thought you were reaI fond aJed I say
He is fond of me,"” she says. =

. Oh?" | ask; "somethrn .change your mlnd Iately? I mean you neVer--_"
e see med to mind his company before.” e
L Well it was ‘before—before the hanglng,_ she sald Ilke she was
":'j}'_-'_fflghtln WIth herself about whether she wanted t'say the word or.not,
s "Oh." 1 say. "He dlfferent now?" She Iooked at me Ilke 4 was crazy}_.‘--' o
e ._ |n the head and there was a I|ttle trembllng in her eyes o

It was a srght that s for sure 5 I sald She nodded a I|ttle fldgety

Well you saw lt she says You and haIf the town She. shrvered a

_"I'd rather not talk about it,’ she says. | pour out another for. her"

and she gulps it down quick. "And now he's got that burn, too," she

~says, rubblng her throat w1thout thmklng - You know on hIS neck from'-{:_:-_'_;"31_}:-
9_3‘-'-'_'.:_‘.the rope she whlspers to me. " e o il o

For mV OWH part 1 was st|II watchln and waltln cause I knew my..'_g.

s ?”tlme was going to come sooher or later. Jed didn’t come into town all .~
*-:f-_,.--'fthat day, 1 expect he ‘was ‘busied sleepin’ off the doings of the nlght7'.'-"-_';r'
. before, so | bided my time until after sundown when | felt certain he'd =~
-~ show his face again. Turns out | wasnt far wrong True tO character he e

.'--ﬁ_was at the bar, just as | figured. . e

e | ambled on up to the bar myself and downed a qulck shot of
= .};"-:.-bourbon | had an unpleasant JOb to. do and wanted to get |t over W|th;'
. --"as qurck as pOSSIbIe - - - . o
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